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At this she seemed concerned, as if she had expected that her awkward way of talking of the wench had satisfied me, and that I did not understand her; and as I offered to go, Pray, madam, says she, don't say so; Betty may make you a very good servant; I am sorry you should take me so: the maid may do well in another place, though she might not suit me.
As I was talking, I observed that in the drawing-room to the room we sat in, there sat a gentleman reading in a great book, and every now and then he looked off his book, when his wife (for it was her husband) spoke, as if he was surprised at what she said ; and as the folding-doors stood wide open, so that the rooms were, as it were, let both into one, he heard all we said, and I perceived that, as he looked off his book when his wife spoke, so he almost laughed outright when I spoke.
At last, as if he was not able to hold any longer, he clapped up the book pretty hard, and threw it by, and came forward into the room we were in, and making me a very low bow as he passed, he offered to go out; when his lady stepped up to him, and said something softly, which he answered softly, and with abundance of good humour in his face, said to his wife, My dear, I will not interrupt you; upon which I offered to go away. By no means, madam, said he, my business is of no moment. So taking hold of his wife's hand, he as it were turned her towards me, and at going away, My dear, says he, don't hold the lady in suspense about your maid, for I hear that is the business : let her have a true character of her; you would be glad to be dealt plainly with yourself. His wife smiled, but said nothing at first, but presently turned to him, and all in a pleasant good humour she gave him a little tap on the arm with her hand : Do you give a cha-